ReniscoveriNg CoLonssEn LANDSCArES: THE FIRST BEUROPEANS AT
THE Mustaci Pass, Karakoranm HIMALAYA, INNER ASIA
Kenneth Hewiit

INTRODUCTION

.o Bxplorers had been key figures in the Central Asian question Tor many
yeirs, ..

The Karakoram Himalaya forms the high mountain headwaters of the Indus
and Yarkand Rivers (Figue 1). It would be difficuls to overstate the role of
early Luropean visitors in how the region is viewed today. Their travel writing,
map making, scientific and mountaineering expeditions, or, more exactly, the
way they are now recalled, continue fo shape what visitors expect to find today.
There are more reprints of early travelers” books in the stores of India and Pak-
istan than recent ones.? Such newer works as are available mostly take material
and ideas from the same nineteenth and early twentieth century sources.’ The
‘iperial vision” has not gone unchallenged, especially in postcolonial studies,
but the older imagery remains quite robust. It is reproduced or reinforced by
educational and government institutions, by development agencies as well as
in tourist brochures (Table 1). Apart from the dubious qualily of these views
and in today’s posteolonial contexts, how well do they represent what the ex-
plorers themselves had to say?

This essay Tooks at two early European journeys {o the West Mustagh Pass
(5,600 m); that of Adolf Schlagintweit in 1856 and H. H Godwin-Austen in
1861, The two Mustagh Passes, East or *Old” and West or ‘New”’, had been
used for centuries by Lnner Asian travelers, migrants and merchanis going be-
tween Kashmir and Chinese Turkestan. Their rugged, glacier tracts made them
the least attractive links in the southern *Silk Read®, but useful for the inhabit-
ants of the high mountain valleys and others whe wished to avojd too much
official interference.

Schlagintweit was probably the first European to explore the glaciers below
the passes. Recently, T repeated his and Godwin-Austen’s joumeys to help
understand the context and record of what they saw, With the aid of local shep-
herds and archival documents it was possible to resolve several controversies
about their itinerartes, Direct engagement with where they went, and with the
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42 The Namral Landscape

Figure s Central and South Asia showing the study area. The Mustagh
Puasses are at the centre of the reclangle.

people still fiving there, helps to clarify the landscapes they recorded and de-
construct some Higl Asian stereotypes.”

Three particular findings are emphasised. First, a more nuanced picture
emerges of the explorers’” own materials. Second, there were imiportant differ-
ences in what they found and what came of these, seemingly very similar, jour-
neys. Thirdly, a remarkable, centuries-long continuity of environmental know-
ledge was found among shepherds of the high pastures. Note that this is an area
one recent UN agency report deseribes as “uninhabited” and “undesignated™!®

In fact, nowhere that those first visitors went was unknown to focal people
or without value for them. It is clear that focal knowledge was indispensable
to the explorers and achievement of their goals. In some way it must underpin
their discoveries. They, at least, made no effort hide this. However, it is some-
thing often absent from later writing. Meanwhile, it will be shown how certain
larger historical events in British India and Europe influenced the fate of their
work, what would be remembered and what was ignored.

‘Landscape’ is an appropriate theme since the region is rarely represented
as anything else; indeed, rarely more than ‘natural” landscape. It is another spe-
cial legacy of the discoveries and outsider perspectives. Accounts foreground
spectacular peaks, geological forces, great glaciers and river gorges. The ex-
ceptional nature of the geological foundations, the high meuntain landscapes,

FCF Alder, 1983
S OUCN
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Table 1: The continuity of colonised landscapes. selecied images from the
literature of the Karakoram (emphases added)

. . The Central Karakoram then, are {sic!] basically undisturbed, un-
inhabited and undesionated lands. .. (JUCN, 1992, 5)

+ [These} mountain ecosystems tend to be relatively unsiable. unresili-
ent, and of low inherent productivity... (World Bank Repont, 1990,
91y

« ...Here are... the greatest precipices on the land-surface of the carth,
the most rapidly changing topography known to man, and the great-
est concentration of 7000m peaks...the greatest number of natural
hazards known te man... [and] conditions of human life amidst en
unimaginable {sict] chaotic landscape .. (Miller, K.J. 1984, XV}

. ... One wonders why and how people ever came to settle in such «
violently inhospitable region, where climate and terrain are equally
opposed (o human survival ... (Dervla Murphy, 1977, 50)

e . the solitudes of the Karakoram... ... these emply regions... .. across
this blank space was written one challenging word Unexplored. ..
{T.G Longstaff, 1938)

« . human life in these barren Karakoram valleys is o continuous
strugele for existence... (Visser, 1926. 79, qu. Butz, 1996)

o . the finest natural combination of boundary and barrier thal exists
in the world...it Hes amidst the eternal silence of vast snowfields and
ice-bound peaks... (Holdich, 1916, 280)

. ... Enclosed in such a mighty frame the space of human ife and ac-
fion seems microscopic, so small is the spot it occupies, so completely
is it lost in its surroundings. .. (Robertson, 1898)

« __.the natural boundary [is] to the north... The highest peaks are
found... near the Mustagh pass, in the midst of immense glaciers...
The range is...quite barren... wnfuvourable io vegelation of wny
kind... aiso very little animal life... (Inteliigence Branch, Calcutta,
1890, 434)

is not in question. What disappears is how most, if not all, is either inhabited
or part of the resources, histories and values of local populations. As Allen
points out:
The dicholomy hetween natural and cultural Hterature on the Karakorum shows
up dramatically [in his sourcebook bibliography]. Fou every five Indred geology
articles on the IKarakorum mountains we bave less than one article that might give
us insight into how the indigenous population creates and values its habitat...*

Rather, as the stereotypes in the quotations in Table | indicate, visitors are led
to expect a mountain fastness and ‘untrodden” ways. The region is commonly

o adlen, 10
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portrayed as ‘remote’, ‘unspoilt’ and, most dangerous of all, ‘empty’, 1T a hu-
man presence is mentioned. it is likely to concern the explorers and others from
British imperial history, revivals of “Great Game” thinking, or the smat ves-
tiges of ancient “civilisations” and prehistory. If anything is said of today’s in-
habitants they tend to be represented as figures dwarfed by their surroundings;
at best, an exotic or quaint contrast to the modern world, at worst, backward
and underdeveloped through their own limitations or a harsh environment.
Moreover, that part of the literature which is primarily cultural is less widely
known and, somehow, has littie impact on travel writing or scientific work.

In a way this is the opposite of the stereotypes Hekimoglu identifies for
Central Asia.” Tn her view it is given far more political and economic signifi-
cance than its history or present conditions can sustain: the heady weight of
metropolitan geostrategic and Silk Road fantasies. The Karakoram, in a par-
allel discourse, has been deprived almost entirely of a human presence, let
alone its own history, cultural connections and social responses to mittennia of
oufside interference,

Ideas of Jandscape also need to be bome in mind. Often it is freated as a
synonym for the visible environment, the physical world ‘out there”. The lit-
erature of exploration and discovery assumes the sense of a transparent explor-
er’s eye; of heroic but essentially fact-gathering activity, extending the ‘known
world’. Supposedly it contributes, as one study of Karakoram exploration put
it, to .. universal human awareness...™

However, landscape is equally dependent on technical, perceptual and
conceptual notions: the ‘-scape’ aspect, if you will. 1t is conveyed by the ori-
ginal sense of cultivated land: something shaped by human or divine hands,
underlying natural laws or providence, Consider the characteristic products of
exploration and discovery: the log books and maps, landscape paintings and
graphics, photographic images. They are modern arlefacts ov devices; move or
less abstract, selective or contrived. And they in no way prevent upbringing
and education, fashions, interests and world views, from entering the represen-
tations. This much is inescapable. Landscapes are constructed within the frain-
ing and techniques of those who produce the relevant images. In the stricter
sense of critical philosophies of knowledge they are *gocially construcied’, and
according to the powers and preoccupations of interested groups, those acting
as gatekeepers for, and promotion of, given views.”

There is a huge difference between being critically aware of its implications
and blithely assuming modern Western methods have outfianked the probiem.
It is not sufficient to merely recover the facts, whatever they are. One must bhe
alert to the shaping hand of *culture’, especially the dominant one. i does not
diminish the value of the landscape artefacts per se. Any inteiligent and intel-
ligible activity is constructed, a synthesis of complex and disparate perceptions

707
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into communicable forms. To challenge or seek alternatives to given examples
may be essential, but cannot change this.

Here, at least, an attempt is made to reconstruct the contexts of engagement
with mountain landscapes. The goal is to recover some of the processes of
selection and representation by which the explorers made sense of what they
found. It involves examining how their reports, drawings, photographs and
maps were obtained or produced. kt does require an awarencss of the ‘interests’
and cultural biases that intervened in their own minds, and among others who
received and influenced the results. Today there is an added problem of open-
ness in the face of two tendencies. One seems unable to recognize anything but
colonial and imperial stereotypes; the other seeks to recover European explora-
tion for a re-vindicating or apologetics of empire.

A third approach seems preferable; one that returns to the primary evidence
and, in this case, revisits the places concerned. So far as one can, it means fo-
cusing on the historiographic materials. The original sources and journays pro-
vide the basis to reconstruct the contexts and grasp something of the processes
whereby colonial figures came to represent the Jandscapes they encountered.
Returning to the places concerned brings its own challenges as well ag insights;
of remaining alert to earlier contexis, the methods of observation and record.

A range of conditions influenced how these and other explorers approached
their tasks and the fate of the results (Table 2). Those need fo be kept in mind
to develop a more nuanced sense of what can and did wrftuence their legacies.
Some elements are emphasised that had been ignored, or had an unexpectedly
farge influence. The bigh mountain places and human contex(s of the joumneys
are given particular emphasis. Historical changes outside and after the explor-
ers’ time also had singular impacts on what was remembered and neglected,
and will be reviewed after the journeys are reconstructed,

THE JOURNEYS OF SCHLAGINTWEIT AND GODWIN-AUSTEN

Adolph Schlagintweit (1829-1857) travelled (o the West Mustagh Pass (5,370
m) by following the Braldu and Dumorda Rivers and ascending Panmah Gla-
cier. 1. H Godwin-Austen (1834--1923) followed by an almost identical route
five years kuter. Schlagintweit and two of his brothers were in Tndia to carry
out the Geomagnetic Survey for the East India Company. They had travelled
extensively in the Himalaya before Adolph went alone to explare the Central
Karakoram and Nanga Parbat ranges.'”

A military officer, Godwin-Austen went to the Karakoram in 1860 and
1861 to do mapping for the Survey of India, Later he carried out surveys in
the eastern Himalaya, Sikkim, Bhutan, and the Naga Hills, much ol it in areas
the Schlagintweits had visited. Fever contracted during field work cut short his
careor in India, and he returned to Britain in 1877, However, he recovered suf-

1 Kick, 1960 1982
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Table 2: Conditions that influence exploration and landscape jdeas (those
emphasized in the paper)

CONTEXT

+ The goals. {raining, experience and character of the explorer
« The expedition mode

+ The phvsical landscape

o Local guides and ‘local knowledge’

MEDIA AND AUDIENCES

« Differences among and roles of written documents, graphics, photos,
mapping, scientific observations

« Distinguishing between personal diaries and letters, technical reports,
professional articles, public lecture, published books

« Specific matters that influenced the fute of given discoveries

GATE-KEEPERS

+ Peers

« Professional organizations or agencies
Political and security apparatuses
Liditorial intervention

o Fashionable and popular ideas

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

« World political and cultural
o Intervening developments, trends and crises

ficiently to write some mmajor works on Indian peology. He remained an influ-
ential figure in discussions of Himalayan exploration until his death in 1923.

Both jonrneys fo the Mustagh Pass were a small part of cach man’s Hima-
layan or Karakoram travels. They invelved just two or three weeks out of
months of wide-ranging expioration. Nevertheless, they offer some singular
insights into the processes of discovery and landscape ideas. Their journeys
were repeated, partly to clear up some disagreements in published work, in
particular about Adolpl’s route, and to compare archival and published evi-
dence with conditions on the ground. For present purposes the results are
briefly summarized before furning to Jandscape themes.

The Itineraries
Fhere has been confusion over Adolph’s route and more than & litthe injustice
o his achievements. His brothers® attempt to reconstruct his journeys from
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field notes sent him the wrong way!™ They mistook the “Mustakh Glacier” for
the Baltoro, as opposed fo the Panmah and, like many later accounts, assumed
he went to the East Mustagh Pass.!* Dr. Wilhelm Kick and Dr. Stefan Schla-
gintweit cleared up many of these confusions by careful anatysis of original
documents, and kindly shared their work with me."’ However, uncertainties
remained.

The sequence of camp grounds was established with the help of local
guides and shepherds (Figure 2, Table 3). They helped resolve confusion about
names {see below). It was rarely possible 1o exactly reoccupy the view points
of Schiagintweit’s water colours. There have been changes i the terrain, but
confusion also comes from the practice of improvising foregrounds that were
not to scale or directly related to the main panorama. Both explorers used this
convention, However, formerly uncertain locations were identified for the im-
portant pictures (sce Figure 8)." In terms of the history of exploration, re-
tracing of the itinerary left no doubt that Adolph did reach the West Mustagh
Pass; hence he is the first Buropean known to have done s0.”® Beginning with
Godwin-Austen, the English-language Hierature, even that which sent him the
right way'®, says that he did not reach the pass.”

L Sehlagintweil-Sakunlunski, v.3

2 Dainelli, (1959, and Hewitl, (1989), Hedin, in his monumenial “Southern Tibet™ (1917 v.3
Ch. XX) discusses the Schlagintweit discoverics but ignores Adolph's journcys. His map (afler
Saunders) docs not show either the Panmah Glacier or Mustakh Passes,

M Kick 1993, The Schlagintweit ficld materials are in the Schlagintweitiona colleetion in the Siaal-
sarchiv, Munchen.

" sequence towards the pass, the water colors in (he “General Register Numbers” and repro-

duced in Kiek (1993) were conflinmed o show:

a) #6359 a view lowards Skamri Peak from Shingchukpi camp ground

by #640: a view towards the junclion of Nobande Sobonde, with Macdan Glacier in the telt

centre background

CY #6328 portrays the camping area and ibwary glacier al Tsoka or “A8™s “Tsokar™ (Figure 4).

Kick (79) designated it “Panmah: Chiring””

d) #635; & view over the Firn basin of the upper Chiring towards the pass; as Kick (77) says,

“...on the Balti side™

) #636; clearly depicts the upper Chiring (his “Chiering”} looking back down to Tsoka in Lhe

distance. H is [rom below the pass, rather than ©_vom Pass..” as Kick savs (78).

0 #637: looks down [rom the pass over the upper Sarpo Laggo Glacier and. as Kick {77) says

“a view wards Turkestan” on the Chinese side.

This cannot be attributed (o errors based on his own ix ol i position al Lat.36.01 Long. 76.02,

which would have put him 22km to the vorth west of the pass, near the summit Skamri Peak!

The East Mustagh Pass (5,422m) is well 10 the cast (35.50, Long. 76.15). Therce is not much dil=

ference in the clevations Godwin-Austen gave for the West Mustagh Pass (approx, 18,105 11, or

5.520m).

Gadwin-Austen, 36

7 Mason, 1953

1)
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Table 3 Adolph Schiagintweir’s itinerary from Askole to the West Musiagh
Pass and back, August 1856

DATE (R)CAMP/ Height (m) | Location | Present name Local info. and
1856 ST0OPS AS AS/ (rev) translation’
(AS names)
14.08 1. Askoli 2960 354N Askole Highest left
7550 K bank village
-7
15.08 Biapo/Bepho Gl | 3010 Biafo Gyang 1 the cock
1508 2. Gore Brangsa Khore Brangsa | stone house
16.08 [3ochle Jhiagma Bochli leafy witlow
Chiangma
16.08 Dera Gore Hiansa Khore Brangsa | round house
16.08 3. Zogg Tsok thorny bush
17.08 Mustakgletscher 13529 Panmah GL"
17.08 Domo Chise Dumordo houses +
pusture?
17.08 4. Shurshing 3823 Shushing pasture
18.08 Pharreol Gl Fariole on the other
side™
18.08 5. Shinghachbi™ 4131 35.58 Shingchabi the met divided
76.03 Biaha {pastare)
19.08 Cheiring (1. ) Chiring Gl
1908 |6 Tsoka 4793 3557 Tsaka
76.03
20.08 7. Lager Cheiring | 3127 Chiring mor-
aine
21.08 & Lager: Iirn des | 5483 I“irn basin
Mustakpasses .
22.08 Muslak Pass 3797 36.0% (-.92) | west Mustagh ] snow range pass
76.02 {+.06) | Pass'
2208 {9 tager Cheiring
. continued on page 49

18 Rased on field surveys. Sehlagintweitiang, Kick, (1993 and personal communications), Shipten
(1950).
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DATE () CAMP/ Height (m) | Location | Preseat name | Localinfo. and

1856 STOPS A8 AS/ (rev.) transtation
{AS nanes)

23.08 10, Tsoka

24.08 il Skamei Skamiit

25-26.08 | 12, Shinghachbi™ | (sec above)

235-26.08 | Shushing

252608 § Domoltir 3814 Dumuolter Gi
27.08 13, Chingma Shingza first wood
Chiangma Bianga Bechii lealy willow
Chiangima i
Clore Bransa Khoro Brangsa | stone house
Bepo Gi. Biafo
2808 114 Askoli Askole

“Present™ names on /230,000 topegraphical maps; local pames and wanslation of meanings by Apo
(~grandlather™ Broko and other shepherds in the Dumerdo Valley,

Survey of India, called “I"alma Glacier” by Lydelkder (1881), sce Kick (op cit).

Treated as the name of a small tributary glacier on the right flank, bat local shepherds da pat recoy
as a proper pante. 1 means “on the other side”™ aad was probably pointed out ta AS or bis inerpreter from

ize this

Shurshing.

Also writlen as “Sheny Chuchbi™ and “Schinghachbi™

Adso called “new™, but probably used as preferred allernative to “Past/OlE” Mustagh Pass (see below)
Camp possibly ot Drenmang (Moo many bears™), but local shepherds say Ska(bhe) Ri means “dry slope”,
mare appropriaie (o Choktoi an Shipton’s (op ¢it} more humid Skamti Peaks on the north side.

Also written as “Sheny Chinehbi” and “Schinghachbi™.
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Table 4: M. H. Godwin-Austen’s itinerary from Askole to the Upper Chiring
Glacier Pass and back, July, 1861

DATE (MCAMP/STOPS | Height (1) Present name tocal info, and
1861 (G-A names) GA translation’
30,06-1.07 | I Askole (Braldoh Askole (Braldu . Flighest Jelt bank
River) village
Bialo 10,145 = the cock
207 2, Korophon Klmmphun 13ig stone like a bowl )
Bizho River Bigho Lungma
307 3. Tsok Jsokh thorny bush
4.07 4. Punman 10,318 Panmah GL»
Dumubter Pumuler GLL
5.07 5. Chongnolier Chengpar {pastuce}?
6-1.07 6. Shingchukpi Shingchabi Biaha | the meal divided
{pasture)
8-10.07 7.5keennung Skinmang 100 marty ibex
(9.07) Nobundi Sohundiw Nobande Sobende
(2.07) Prennitng Drenmang 100 many bears
(10.07) Midego Peak '{} 83423 Midego Pk. ?
Tsokar Tsoka
11.07 & Chiring {camp Chiring
on glacier)
12,07 (Chiring firn (Te) 17,301 | Firn basin
basin)
9. Skeenmung
13,07 10 Shingehukpi
14.07 1. Tsok {sccabove)
15,07 Dumaorda® Jullak ]
Biaho River Biaho |
12, Burdomul Bordomal
16.07 13, Biaho “CGanseg” Baliore Glacier
17-20.07 1417, (on the
Ralloro Glacier)
2107 18, (7 Pagju)* 'I’ai_iu_ salt
22.07 19 Korophon ) (sce above)
23.07 Lower Biafo GI. |

{8

20. Askoli

fOPresent” nnes on 230000 wpographical waps; focal names and translation of meanings by Apo
erandiather™ ) Broke and other shepherds in the Dumaordo Yalley
" AS's "Mustakaletscher™
* The survey station where G-A deew the skeleh for the well-known walter colour of the Upper Panmalb G
Turned back abont 1 mile dislance and S00 1t below the West Mustagh Pass.
v G-A refers to place where Askole people built a ‘rope’-brid

the ‘ullah®. Today, the stream Tram Paninab Glacier 1o hore is called the Damordo River.
L fst bitof jungle” below the lerminus of altoro. prabably Paju Camyp

Acwally woven willow twigs-—-known as

¥ Based on ficld surveys. Godwin-Austen (1864), Shipton (1930)




Hewite: Rediscovery of Colonized Landseapes 51
Godwin-Austen’s journey was made a month earlier in the year (Figure 3,
Table 4}. Theve is less uncertainty about his route, is camp sites are clearly
marked on the map that accompanied the 1864 paper. The route is almost iden-
tical to Schlagintweit’s. Many of the same camp sites were used. [t may seens,
therefore, that Godwin-Austen’s route was based on his predecessor’s, Perhaps
it was, but he does not say so. Then there is the way terrain aflects the choice
of routes and, especially, the dependence of both explorers on local guides and
practices. On an earfer expedition 1o Panmah Glacier, unrelated to the two
explorers, it turned out that 1 had followed almost identical routes and camped
in almost all the same places. The actual paths and stopping places had been
established long ago, and the explorers, like me, mostly followed routes shown
by local guides. Options for alternative routes are, in fact, very few and. bar-
ring logistically difficult and expensive detours, rarely pursued (Figure 4 a &
b Figure 5). Godwin-Austen did make smalf detours o reach high viewpoints
(see below), They were, however, day trips at most,

The role of terrain in these exploratory journeys reinforces the importance
of physical context or terrain, and coming to terms with conditions in each
place, What is seen depends largely on the routes followed, the immediate
conditions of weather, light, the seasons of plant and animal; even conditions at
the particular hour when given features are in view or obscured. The traveller
must be suitably prepared and healthy, which is not always the case. There are
conditions of the, always mobile, expedition contexi. Finding and setting up
camp, camp routines, affect the rhythm of what is seen and, in the high moun-
fains, you have to carry most of what is needed for survival. Godwin-Austen
says he left Askole with “66 men” carrving loads for the journey, Schlagintweit
had more instruments and tasks to perform, and probably had a bigger entour-
age. Such large groups make for a busy life on the trail and at camp sites. The
notion of the solitary European explorer braving new ways fades a bit.

The explorer’s preoccupations, or later selective recoliection and editorial-
ising, may alter or ignore these matiers. Yet, the constraints of place and the
expedition can be decisive in what is actually seen or lkely (o remain as the
strongest recollections.

The parts of their journeys that are most often recalled came after they
reached amd ventured over the Panmah Glacier. Here, as Godwin Austen de-
scribes it

... We were now lairly within an ice-bound region, which for bleakness and gran-

deur is perhaps not to be surpassed; its glaciers exceed those of any of the moun-

tain-ranges of the world, and are cqualled only by lhose of the arctic and antarctic

regions, .70

His other deseriptions of the tributaries of the Panmah Glacier, especially from
high viewpoinis. represent the classic vision of the Karakoram; descriptions
that sent me and so many mountaineers there. | am not suggesting that they are

¥ Godwin~Austen, 30
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any less compelling today but they do present a very selective view of these
Jjourneys, as well as of the region,

The Luropeans may have been precccupied with readings (rom boiling
point hypsometers, pedometers, sextants and theodolites; with mapping or
topographical sketches. Yet, their observations, the sketches they made, were
at stopping places on ancient trade routes; along paths to high pastures and at
camps used by hunters. They went nowhere without the company and assist-
ance of Karakoram villagers, as well as guides from Kashmir, Godwin-Austen
not only described the difficuliies and perils of his own failed attempt to reach
the Mustagh Pass, but of an encounter with four Baltis who had come over the
Pass from Yarkand a few days earlier®

It seems there must be an underlying shape emd approach to the ‘discov-
cred’ landscape that came frons local, human sources. [Lmay be easier to ignore
because only individuals from one of the cultures involved sorted out and com-
municated the knowledge exchanged.

KNOWLEDGE LOST AND FOUND

Place names, a focus of colonial explorations, offer some small but significant
pointers. fdentifying the places recorded by the explorers was essential for re-
constructing their itineraries. The meaning and resonance of the names partly
reflects the language and history of resident sovicties, partly their involvement
in larger regional and continental history——rather than “remoteness’ and ‘isola-
tion”. Many of the local names we of Turkic origin, especially in the highest
valleys. Further down, scattered among the predominantly Balti (Tibetan) ones
were Urdu, Hindi or Persian {Farsi) names.

Both explorers adopted a policy of trying 1o establish geographical names of
local origin, already widely favoured and later to become official British policy.?
However, much as happened to the English surveyors in the Treland of Brian
Friel’s (1981) play “Translations”, the resuits could be garbled for both parties!
In the Karakoram of Baltistan the problem was complicated because the explor-
ers brought interpreters (rom Kashmir; men who would come (o be referred to
as "The Pundits”, literally “teachers’. They came from small communities of the
Brahmin caste who performed literary and administrative duties for the rulers of
Kashmir. Over the next thirty years a number of them, including two or three who
served the Schlagintweits, would carry out important exploration of Inner Asia
for the British.® Their presence did add a translation step. Balti, the local tongue.
is & Tibetan language. The Kashmiris presumably had, as their first tongue, Hindi
and/or Dogri, both Indo-TBuropean fanguages. Some, like literate Baltis, may have
had Persian as a second language. Exchanges upon which the Ruropean explorers
depended, therefore, may not have been in the first language of anyone present!

A Godwin-Austen, 32
* Royal Geographical Sociely. 1938
® Waller
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Figure 2: Schilaginteeit s itinerary of 1836 to the Pavmah Glacier
and the Mustagh Pass (¢f Tuble 3)

Figure 3: Godwin-Austen’s itinerary of 1861 to the Panmah (Glacier
and approaches fo the Musiagh Pass (¢f Table 4)
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Figure 4a: The Dumordo valley looking down from 150k 1o the mowntains
hevond the Biaho. Schlagintweif and Godwin-Austen followed this valley
in both directions. (Hewiti, September 1996)

Figure 4b: The view upwards from Tyok to the tesminus of Panmah Glacier
and Choktoi Peaks. The valley broadens, but the flanks are equally steep
with no exits 1o right or left. (Hewitt, July, 1999)
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Figure 5: "._.an ice-bound region... " The Nobonde Sobande arm of Pamnah
Glacier and Skamri Peak. A view from near Godwin-dustens "Skeenmung”
canyp. When he was there the glacier was some 100m thicker
(Hewitt, Juby, 2003)

More remarkable, perhaps, is how recent field work, with only one language
step necessary, Balti to English, revealed that place names current 160 years
ago are still in use by the shepherds, or readily recognized. Men from the up-
per Braldu villages encountered in the Dumordo valley, or who accompanied
us from Askole to the Panmah Glacier, helped sort out various uncertainties
of place and route. The details and translations in Tables 3 and 4 come from
them. Take, for example, the camps or stops called *Gore Brangsa’, *Dera Gore
Bransa’ or, inr current orthography, Khore versus Khoro Bangsa (Figure 6). It
is easy fo confuse the first two, and seme of the explorers’ notes or transerip-
tions of them did indeed do so. The shepherds pointed out how the names refer
1o distinetive shapes of buildings or features at these two femporary summer
settieinents, and which one would have applied according 1o the routes and
time taken. Again, Bochli Chiangma had been placed above both ‘Bransas’,
whereas it lies between them. ‘Chiangma Bianga’ seems likely to have referred
to Boehli Chiangma as well.™ In all, this speaks to an extraordinary continuity
of knowledge in today’s world.

B Kick, 49, 69 Pharreol"is auother inleresting name. 1 was identificd by Schlagintweil as the last
cast lank valley and tributary glacier of the Nobande Sobonde, just before il joing the Choktol
branch. The reports and maps of the 1929 Halian expedition refer Lo it as Feriole | Local shep-
herds said they do not know this name, but felt it was actually the Bali word for on the other
side”. Was there a misundersianding when the arca was being discussed al the Shurshing camp,
before cressing, the Panmah?
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Figure 6: Khore Brangsa (' Dera Gore Bransa ™) with sheep pens, shelters
Jor shepherds wnder the boulder in the middle ground, and the waterfall
providing sweet water. (Hewit, July, 2003)

Today’s trekkers and mountzineers, following the same routes and equally de-
pendent upon focal guides, seen (o sce the place names as defined by the ex-
plorers: at best, defining moments when the ‘discoveries’ confirmed or valid-
ated indigenous knowledpe for “the world’. The journeys of interest involve
the earliest so-called contact zones of different cultures. One might see them in
terms of “transculturation’, exchanges of mutually exotic knowledge ” In post-
colonial literatures, the emphasis is on the unequal exchange between colonial
power and colonised peopie. In the present case, names weie locally derived
but with no accompanying or intervening narratives from the other culture, It
also seems inappropriate to speak of ‘local’ or only ‘indigenous’ knowledge.
Even atong these foot trails and places witheut permanent habitation, so much
of what was known and interpreted by names derived from centuries of pre-
existing activities and diverse cuitures; from itinerant merchants and migrants,
pilgrims and holy men. Resident shepherds and hunters not only heiped de-
velop and sustain that knowledge, their ancestors had been traveling along
these ways to surrounding lands for a thousand years or more.

Another imperial issue intervenes to ignore or suppress such knowledge;
the obsession with frontiers and search for supposedly ‘natural” boundaries.
Mountain passes were seen as places 1o breach or seal boundaries. There was
areat pressure in the nineteenth and early twentjeth centuries and ¢ven now, 1o

F Pralt (1990 6
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reconfigure the high Karakoram as a natural barrier.® This combination of stra-
tegic goals and a deterministic view of nature sought o define the “Inner Asian
Frontiers™ as remote, iselated and pre-destined. The constant communication,
exchange and struggle with surrounding lands evident in the reports of Schla-
gimtweit and Godwin-Austen, was ignored or shifted into a lost past.

An added distraction is the way the exploration of the Himalaya and other
high mountains seemed to merge with polar exploration as the final achieve-
ments of Western discovery. There was an added theme of both reaching out
to or beyond the limits of the habitable Farth. 1t has helped support & certain
desire o believe that these lands were not only unknown before Furopean
exploration, but ‘empty’,

PRACTICES BEHIND THE LANDSCAPE IMAGE

Mary Louise Pratt sees descriptions from high vantage points as literal and
metaphorical “peak moments”™ in imperial travel writing.®® For her, the empha-
sis is on how they provided a commanding overview. Godwin-Austen certainly
provided some typical examples. This is one from “18,342 feet” above Skin-
mang {(“Skeenmung™} Camp (Fig. 7):
*Howas a lovely day, every mountain around stood clearly out in view..Uhe view
up the Nobundi Sobundi® glaciern, o the great plateau of ice whence it takes its
rise, was grand in the extreme, as also downwards along its whole surface to Chon-
gulter.. the pass over the Mustakh was in view at the end of another lateral glacier
of vast proportions, The greal peaks of Trans-Indus, 4 and H, were visible beyond a
level plain of snow...a vast sheel of ice with only a few sharp points of rock sticking
out here und there. Saowy ridges stretched away towards Yarkund. ..

Here are all the hallmarks of the “promontory view” that Pratt associates with
an “imperial vision”, For Godwin-Austen, these viewpoints also established
another, at that time novel, surveyor’s vision of the landscape. He could re-
solve the maze of paths through which local guides had taken him in a map
tied to “Trans-Indus™ peaks K1, K2, K3, etc. Their positions had already been
fixed by the Great Trigonenietrical Survey, It would be a crucial step in appro-
priating the landscape and regional space, removing it from local values and
control, The emerging language of glacier studies is another step in the same
direction, removing the landscape from its cuftural contexts, and placing itin a
modernised, global one. Yet, the geographical names and choice of viewpoint

“ Holdigh,

 Owen Lattimore wrote a widely-acclaimed book on this fiem the perspective of Ching, and

stressed the acificiality by remarking (hat .. an imperial bovndary.. not only serves o keep

the oulsiders from gelting in but w prevent the insiders rom getting out...” p.230,

Pratl, chapler 9

See Table 4 for revised spellings of geographical names used by GeA.

0. 34, There s a field sketeh and water colowr of the view from this station in the library of the
Royal Geographical Society in Loedon.

%

w
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Figure 7: Looking south from Godwin-Austen's survey station above Skin-
mang camp. The junction of the Chiring and Nobande Sobande branches of
Panman Glacier are in the middle ground, the Latok peaks and “The Ogre”
{Baintha Brakk) in the lop right corner The view shows the surge of the Chir-
ing Glacier coming from the West Mustagh Pass, 16 ki (o the easvlefl. The

‘Meadan valley enters Chiving fiom the left middle ground, but the ice did

wol reach it in 1998, (Hewiu, dugusr 1998)

signal how, at the time, this required a ‘canscultura? moment, rather than a
purely Western or iimperial one.

There are few such views in Schiagintweit’s Mustagh legacy (Figure 8}
Earlier, however, the brothers had climbed several Himalayan peaks. Their
watercolours and descriptions from she summits could be seen as “promon-
tory views’. They also were among the first to publish panoramas from survey
stations to the south, identifying the Trans-Himalayan peaks Godwin-Austen
sought out.”!

The two feft a rather different sense of the Mustagh route, partly as a result
of the methods of way-finding and surveying they empleyed. in this journey
Schlagintweit favoured the ‘route method™based on compass directions,
distances by counting paces, and astronomical fixes al key points, Perhaps it
was becanse he was, indeed, the first on an entirely new route for Furopeans,

Godwin-Austen was there to fill in map detail with the plane table. As
noted, his main goal was to find survey stations located in relation to the peaks
already fixed fiom afar. A constant preoccupation was identifying these peaks
from the valley, and how rare and often frustrating were opportunities to reach
suitable vantage points. The places where he could set up his plane table and
drawing board provided some of his most elaborate and memorabie descrip-

o Schlagimweit, 1861
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Figuve 8: 4 recent photograph of the Tyoka {Tsokar '} Glacier and its junc-
tion with the Chiring. The view is the same as Adolph Schiagintweit’s 1856
panorantic water colowr #638 whose location was previously not known. The
suminer camp where Schlagintwelt and Godwin-Austen siayed, iy in the lefi
middle ground, the ronte to the Mustagh Pass over the ice at the right side.

tions.™ His survey methods and interest in glaciers had their parallels in Schla-
gintweil’s work, but also some surprising differences.

PASS CLOSURES AND FEMALE GLACIERS

There are infriguing differences between the water colours of Schlagintweit
and Godwin-Austen representing the glaciers around Skinmang.® The former
shows Chiring ice filling most of the vatley at the Nobande Sobonde junction,
The latter has Chiring compressed to a narrow thread by ice by the ‘Maedan’
tributary. Godwin-Austen’s guides told him great changes were {aking place
in the jee between “Shingchukpi’ and “Skeenmung’. Also, in 1887, Younghus-
band was obliged to cross by the East Mustagh Pass. Later, he followed the
route of the two earlier explorers, but found the Chiring a mass of ice blocks
and crevasses blocking his way to Skinmang.*

A perennial theme in the Europear literature is the closure or inaccessibility
of the mountain passes.™ Everything points to greater use before the nineteenth

31 found the two sites for which hie made very useful topographical waicr colouwrs beld in the
Royal Geograpbical Sceiety’s Libvary, one of the Panmah terminus and the other from the
“Skeenmung” Peak of the quolation. At the formes there was not only a caitn but stabs of rock
laid out, evidently to rest his drawing board on-—an exploration archacelogical site.

" Schlagintweil #640 and the ome from Godwin-Austen in the RGS Hbrary

" Younghusband

A good ssmmary & found in Shipton, 1938 chapler five,
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century. Shipton thought it was due 1o the decay of the glaciers, Godwin-Aus-
ten and Younglhusband to their expansion. However, what they had observed
were glacier processes only indirectly related to climate change-—surging gla-
ciers (Figure 7). These suddenly accelerate to speeds ten or more times faster
than normal, The ice becomes severely crevassed and over-rides the margins.
The terminus can advance many kilometres in a few weeks or months. Then
they become quiescent again for decades or centuries.

The Karakoram is one of the few regions with numerous surging glaciers.
Their role in closures of the Mustagh Passes route was (re)discovered when
the Chiring surged in 1994, and the Maedan in 2002.% Schlagintweit arrived
befare, and Godwin-Austen just afier, a previous Maedan surge. Younghus-
band saw the last surge of the Chiving. Several tributaries of the Sarpo Laggo
Glacier on the Chinese side of the pass also surge. They influence whether
travellers follow the west or east side of that glacier and hence, whether the
Fast or West Mustagh Passes are preferred.

Once more, the shepherds were well aware of all this, but in their ewn lan-
guage. In 2005 a man from Askole referred (o one of the glaciers that had just
surged as a “girl’ or ‘woman’-glacier. Baltis sensibly recognise that glaciers
may be male and female. They exploit the fact when they ‘seed’ new ones,
Surging glaciers are, apparently, females rushing down in search of mates!
Mareover, the shepherds then identified as “maidens’ several other glaciers
that | knew had surged, and some not known previcusly. It is evident that the
‘Maedan’, which las no maedans, grassy meadows, along it, was a mistranslat-
ion or decision to change *‘maiden’ glacier! Transcuituration can help or hinder
even quite factual communication!

Glacier change is certainly not the only or even a main factor in pass use,
Surges affect movement in particular years, but the history of use is surely
related much more to political, social and econemic changes in surrounding
lands. That certainly became the main factor afler these two carly journeys
(see below),

ICE AGE REVERIES

The journeys also occurred at a tlime ol intense European debates about gla-
ciers. The idea of an *Tee Age’ was still somewhat contlroversial. Godwin-
Austen’s father, a geologist, had been of the *diluvialist’ persuasion. They ¢x-
plained the great deposits scattered across Northern Europe and in the Upper
Indus Basin, as due to marine inundation, or Noal''s flood. By the time he read
his son’s paper at (he Royal Geographical Society, the father seems 1o have
become a converl Lo the glacial hypothesis, The son’s encrmous support for it
seems to have come from his impression of glacial activity in the Karakoram.
His climbs to high viewpoints convinced him that the valleys had once been

* Hewitt, 2007, Shingehahi and the Fast Drenmang Glaciers also surged in 2004-5,
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filled with ice, and he felt he had found evidence for it in deposits of boulders
along the valley floors.

Schlagintweit had been one of the pioneers of glaciology and the giacial
legacy n the European Alps, long before visiting the Karakoram. He and his
brother Hermann wrote research papers and monographs about glacial activ-
ity. Wilhelm Kick refers to them as *the first glaciofogists’ in High Asia."? Yet,
while Adolph made many observations about the glaciers of the Karakoram,
Nanga Parbat and Fastern Himalayas, he was not convinced of the same great
Ice Age expansion there as in Europe. Two reasons seem 1o explain this. First,
there was his route method, since he tried to travel as far as possible along
unsurveyed valleys. He did not climb high up the valley sides where God-
win-Austen encountered so much evidence of former glacial sculpture and de-
posits. Secendly, Alpine experience made Adelph well aware of the difTerence
between glacial moraines and rock slide debris. What Godwin-Austen and
nsany since {oek as evidence of former glacier positions along valley floors,
schlagintweit accepted as catastrophic landstide (“Bergsture”™) deposits. it is
one of those puzzling cases where a correct view of Farth history——there were
indeed huge lce Age expansions of the glaciers in the Karakoram——has been
partly based on incorrect evidence. However, what is of greater concern is how
these interests in Quaternary history further reinforced a Furocentric tendency
to detach natural processes from particular settings and their human relations.

DISCOVERIES LOST IN TRANSLATION

The legacies of these two explorers are quite different in other respects. Sch-
lagintweit has almost no meaningful role in the English-language literature.
Apart from some citations in Gazetteers for the region, mention is almost al-
ways made of what he did nor do. His death, the year following his journey to
the Mustagh Pass is surely a factor.

Adolph was captured and executed as a spy near Yarkand, while trying to
return home via Chinese Turkestan and Russia. It was surely one of the greatest
tragedies for Asian exploration as well as his family. That he did not survive
to complete the work is sad in itself, and a considerable loss to science in
High Asia. The extent and detail of his observations, the field notes, drawings
and collections that survive in archives and museums-—including a surprising
amount from those few weeks in the central Karakoram---create enough of a
sense of tragedy, All the more dismaying is how his contributions were mis-
represented orignored in the language that has dominaled modern knowledge
of the region, English,

Godwin-Austen would remain a key figure. The essay on glaciers in the
Geographical Journal became a classic of the Karakoram exploret’s literature.
Yet, the kind of person who comes through in that essay, the enthusiasm for

¥ Kick, 1960
# Hewdlt, 1999
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the place, disappears from his later writing. He became very private. As the
orey eminence’ of Himalayan exploration he comes across as overbearing in
public, perhaps from shyness. There is no sign of the enthusiasm of 1861 and
he sounds like the typical colonial ‘sahib® when, in 1893, he said of Karakoram
names:

... Natives are not always o be depended upon. not even when the topographical
features are within the range of vision, and unless verified from other and independ-
ent information nanies thus obtained cannot be trusted and placed on record... ™

He does nof say what “independent information” he or others could have found
along the Mustagh Pass trail.

in other respects the fate of both our explorers’ work carries a similar mes-
sage. They continued the ali-purpose interest in natural and human history that
lad served von Humboldt or Darwin so well. What the Schlagintweits did was
in every way comparable, in some ways superior, to von Humboldt, benefiting
from befler ingtruments and the improvements in scientific knowledge. Ua-
fortunately, they just missed this particular boat. It was already under attack
from an emerging positivist, specialised science, notably in Britain. However,
dramatic political and social changes in India and Evrope would have a greater
impact on their fegacies.

THI: *GREAT DIVIDE®

Pivotal changes in how these explorers and their journeys were remembered,
and much more, came from the ‘Great Rebeliion” of 1858, also called the “Way
of independence” and “The Mutiny”, Pannikar described the consequences
as:
*.the Great Divide in medern Indian history, as the policy, practice and ideas of
the government that followed differed {fundamentally Tor the government it dis-
placed...”

Blamed for much that was abready going on, the Rebellion did precipitate great
changes in British administration and social 1ife in India. Within a short space
of time a direet colonial administration would replace the East India Company,
the Schlagintweits” sponsor. There were also radical changes in the cultural
conditions in Europe that had favoured their work,

Following the Rebellion, emergency powers and military control applied
to most of the sub-continent, 1t helped set the stage for “Great Game™ ma-
chinations in Tuner Asia. From the 1860s, hitherto litile known parts of the
Karakoram were being discussed in Westniinster and St Petersburg as well as
Bombay. 1t meant that for several decades the story of discoveries of the region
would, according to John Keay:

# Godwin-Austen, 1893
W Pannikar, 206
T Alder, 1963,
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.. contain only one traveler who claimed to be a conveniional explorer and his
eredential are open (¢ question.,. missionary and commercial terests pay ne
part.., "

Karzkoram exploration and discovery would become militarised and envel-
oped in the language and imagery of the ‘last frontiers’. As far as geography
and landscape are concerned, the foci became those of the surveyors and geo-
strategy. In the former, a topographical mindset came to prevail; for the lacter,
a particular interest in boundaries, passes and potential invasion routes.

The mind set is ilfustrated by a joint study written by the superintendents
of the Trigonometrical and the Geological Surveys of India. They begin by
saying:

PART & The high peaks of Asia

PART T1. The principal mountain ranges of Asia

PART 11, The rivers of the Himalayas and Tibet

PART IV, The geology of the Himalaya™
The first three parts are simply lists of named peaks, rivers ete.. with elevations,
coordinates and other cartographic measures. Hayden’s geology is mostiy an
inventory of the rock types. Now, these data are an integral part of the geog-
raphers’ wade. Making them the substance of understanding had a baleful ef-
fect upon ideas about, and attitudes towards, the regions and landscapes of the
“Himalayan Mountains and Tibet”, Nor had such information been the only
or even the main concern of geographical discoveries on which the book is
based.

Barly explorers, before and including the Schlagintweits and Godwin-
Auslen, had paid attention to all aspects of natural history and to the activities,
settlements and land uses of the mountain peoples they met. They had what
today would be called a muiti-disciplinary and ecological mind set. However,
the narrowly topographical view became more palatable to the colonial admin-
istration. It helped promote images that ignored the people of the Karakoram;
expunged its cultural and historicat space, and replaced it with *empty lands’
and a ‘mountain fortress’.

A refreshing change in attitudes, particularly towards the pecple of the re-
gion, appears in some travel and mountaineering works from the 1930s, but
the focus remained on high adventure, on glacier and mountain arcas seen as
*blanks an the map’.™ ln recent decades scholars have returned to an interest
in the peoples, culfures and histories of the Karakoram. ™ Yet, as noted. these
canir be as sirangely absent from official pronouncements as from the tourist
imagery.

RKeay, 6; Knight

* Burrard and Hayden

“ Shipton, Dyhrenlinth

S Dand, Sicilreebt, Lok Allen, Butz, MacDenald
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ALTERNATIVE HISTORIES ANIY LANDSCAPES

Generally, the two explorers” work can support the stereotypical notions quoted
at the beginning, bt can os easily be used against them! Yes, they represented
the mountains as exceptional in ruggedness, the daunting scale of the glaciers,
their journeys as often difficult; but ‘untrodden™? “chaotic’? ‘empty’? Not
really. Their descriptions do not suggest the land is uninhabited or unused,
least of all a meuntain fastness isolated from the rest of Asia,

They seemed rather less aware of having arrived at a time when the people
of the valleys were suffering from more than a century of wars, occupation,
exploitation, and disruption of past economic arrangements including trade.
The problems were aggravated by (he glacier advances of (he Little Tee Age.
Terrible epidemics had swept through the valleys in the aineteenth century,
decimating village populations. Many high pastures which had been exploited
and important in carfier times, the timber and hunting rescurces along the gla-
ciers, were being abandoned. In other parts of the Karakoram, whole viliages
and valleys were emptied of people.® Yet, nowhere the explorers went was
unknown or “undesignated’ by local people. The journeys were part of the
European search for people to trade with or enslave, for routes to legendary
riches or cultures, or intelligence gathering to gaide political and military con-
trol of existing populations and activities. This did not prevent recognition of
their dependence on focal guides and viilagers, and a genuine fascination with
what they are finding-—despite some frustration with the problents of wansla-
tion in both directions!

The original materials from the two carly journeys support visions of the
Karakoram other than the stereotypes selectively recalled later. Their work
was surcly ‘Eurocentric’. It construcied a view refiecting the expedition/survey
context, the preoccupations of European science and trade interests but differ
ing from those cited in Table |. They belonged to a different era, but one about
to come to an abrupt and irreversible end.
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